CLEMENCEAU

tion for active life as doctor and physiologist. He devoted
himself earnestly to his studies in the libraries, to his work in
the hospitals, and to careful observation of the social maladies
he saw around him, which made a deep and permanent
impression on his mind. But, determined as he was to master
the principles and practice of his profession, the bright, active
and vivacious republican from La Vendee brought with him
to Paris too clear a conception of his rights and duties as a
democrat to be able to avoid the coteries of revolt who
maintained the traditions of radicalism in spite of systematic
espionage and police persecution. Clemenceau shared his
father's opinions in favour of free speech and a free press.

That was dangerous in those days. La Villa Lumiere was
obliged to hide its light under a bushel. Friends of democracy
and anti-imperialistic speakers and writers were compelled, in
order to reach their public, to adopt a style of suppressed
irony not at all to the taste of the vivacious republican recruit
from Mouilleron-en-Pareds. Then, as ever thereafter, he
spoke the truth that was in him, regardless of consequences.
In this course he had the approbation and support of his
father's friend, Etienne Arago, brother of the fanioufl astronomer.
Arago the politician was also a playwright, an ardent
republican who had taken his full share in all the agitations
of the previous period, an active and useful member of the
Eepublican Government of 1848 as Postmaster-General, and
a vigorous opponent of the policy of Louis Napoleon He
was sent into exile prior to the coup d'dtat. Both then and
nearly a generation later this stalwart anti-Imperialist was
exceedingly popular with the Parisians, and, having returned to
Paris, was able to aid Clemenceau in forming a correct judgment
of the situation, &t a time when a less clear-sighted observer
might have striven to cool his young friend *a enthusiasm.

As it was, Clemenceau contributed to some of the Radical
fly-sheets and then feted the 24th of February. No date dear
to the memory of Eepublicans could be publicly toasted
without conveying a reflection upon the Empire, and as all

24